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(54) PRINTER CONTROLLER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To automatically select the most suitable 
printer device to print data among printer devices on 
a network. 

CONSTITUTION: Functions for emulation, etc., that 
the respective printer devices 5a-5m have are stored 
in a printer function storage part 10. When print data 
are received from terminal devices 3a-3n, a data 
characteristic detection part 13 detect data 
characteristics of emulation to be used and sends 
them to a printer selection part 14. The printer 
selection part 14 specify the most suitable printer 
device 3a to output the print data by comparing the 
detected characteristics of the print data and print 
conditions that a user specifies with the functions of 
the respective printer devices 3a-3n stored in the 
printer function storage part 10. After the specified 
printer device 3a is set under the print conditions 
that the user specifies, the print data are sent and 
printed. 
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